subclavian, but the right subclavian pulsates forcibly and a pistol-shot sensation is palpable over it.
Blood
Above right knee, 220/70 mm. Above left knee, 160 mm. systolic.
The apex-beat is forcible and just beyond the left mid-clavicular line. The aortic second sound is loud and ringing, and there is a systolic and an aortic diastolic murmur. No signs of a collateral circulation are present, such as would suggest coarctation of the aorta.
X-ray examination.-The heart is slightly enlarged to the left. The ascending aorta is definitely dilated and pulsates abnormally, but there is no sign of aneurysm on screen examination in any position.
Electrocardiogram is physiological. Wassermann reaction, negative. The signs suggest the possibility of stenosis of the isthmus of the aorta, involving the left subclavian and left carotid orifices at the aorta.
It seems certain that there is occlusion, or at least partial occlusion, of the left subclavian at its origin at the aorta, and that this has been present for at least ten years. I exclude syphilis because of this long history and of the negative Wassermann reaction. It is nmost unlikely that syphilitic aortitis which gave rise to signs ten years ago would not have advanced more by now, and it is unusual for a patient to survive so long, once physical signs have appeared. The X-ray appearance is that of slight dilatation of the aorta such as might be found in any case of aortic incompetence or hypertension. It is possible that there is a coarctation of the aorta opposite the left subclavian, and that the occlusive process has involved the mouth of the subclavian; I have seen a pathological specimen showing subelavian occlusion with coarctation. This would account for the hypertension in the right arm and the slight dilatation of the aorta.
Dr. E. STOLKIND said that not all cases of syphilitic aortitis were shortlived; in some of his own cases the patients lived for many years.
Popliteal Aneurysm Six Months after Hunterian Operation.-HAROLD EDWARDS, M.S.
Patient, male, aged 34, cobbler. I showed this case at a meeting held six months ago,1 when the aneurysm was present. It was a large aneurysm of rapid onset; an enormous pulsating swelling behind the knee, adherent to the surrounding tissues. The femoral artery and vein were tied in Hunter's canal, and the result is a complete disappearance of the aneurysm. To-day only a small amount of thickening can be felt in the popliteal space, and the leg otherwise appears normal, except that the dorsalis pedis artery cannot be felt, and there are subjective sensations in the foot.
1 Proc. Roy. Soc. Med., 1930, xxiv, 64 (Sect. Clin. 4). Exomphalos.-ERIc A. CROOK, M.Ch. F. P., boy, aged 18 months. Born with a large exomphalos. This was operated on twelve hours after birth, the umbilical cord was removed by dissection and a large portion of liver was disclosed; no intestine was found in the sac. The liver was replaced in the abdominal cavity and the margins of the wide gap in the abdominal wall were sutured together by through-and-through silk-worm gut. The child made a good recovery, but is left with weakness of the abdominal wall.
Should the ventral hernia, which has been left, be operated upon, or will it correct itself ?
THE PRESIDENT said he thought that if left alone the recti would come together and be normal. He agreed that it was uncommon to find liver, instead of intestine, in the sac. The result in this case was very good.
